] | | Wales
DIS(:OVer . | In Wales the vote was purely for

. . Scotland . | a Welsh Assemby to manage the

B rltal n b, budget for Wales (currently around
ey £7 million per annum).

f The major difference between

. Scotland and Wales is that Wales

By Linda Laws # has never had its own parliament

Community relations advisor like Scotland. Scotland also has its

A own legal system, which Wales
Wales’:  England does not.

Devolution — The transfer of powe & ol
or authority from a central govern
A significant factor between the
ment to a |Oca| government - as de' two countries was the number of
: ple who voted in each ballot. In Scotland 60.2 percent of the
flned by the Random House CO”e@I ible electorate turned out to vote compared to 50.1 percent in
diCtiOnar Wales. In Scotland the margin for devolution was 74.3 percent
y' to 25.7 percent and in Wales the margin was 50.3 percent to 49.7
percent.
The proportion of Welsh people voting for an assembly was
B u t Wh at d OeS only 25.2 per cent and in Scotland it was 44.7 per cent.
The outcome also shows the Welsh to be deeply divided,

with half the 22 local authorities (district councils) voting for

- devolution and half the other way. In contrast, in Scotland ev-
eVO u t I O n ery local authority backed devolution.
mean fOr When will it happen?
The recent voting is only the first step to devolution, and

- - there are many aspects to be discussed and argued over. Also,
B r I tal n ? much of the legislation needs to be approved by Westminster. If
= all this happens, the two Assemblies will come into effect in
1999.
his is a difficult and complex question, but let me try t The current Scottish and Welsh offices -- headed by
explain what it means. British papers ’and TV O\Nestmmster—appomted people - will be disbanded in favour of
P ’ pap assemblies. In Scotland there will be 129 members, 56 of whom

programmes have covered extensively the two votes will be elected b . : : :

. . y proportional representation. It is predicted
which have recently taken place in Scotland and Wales for deygs; hg one party will have an overall majority. In Wales there
lution. The two votes mean different things.

will be 60 members, 40 elected members and 20 appointees from
party lists based on proportional representation.

Results

Scotland
Will England want to regionalise, too?

The vote in Scotland had two elements - you may have read
about yes/yes, yes/no, no/yes and no/no. The first part was a
vote for a Scottish Assembly to be responsible for the fiscal
budget (currently around £14 million per annum) and the seco

part was a vote to allow the Assembly to implement tax varia- ment predict there will be demands in England for a more equi-
tions within limits. _ _ table share once Scotland runs its own budget. Jack Straw,
There is a fear that a Scottish Assembly may use their powgkine secretary, has proposed that changes for England should

to raise taxes even higher, but in fact their powers will be quitéyot pe considered until the next general election, although al-
I|m|ted.—they will only be _ableto vary taxation. Forexample,. ready there has been much speculation about the future.
they will not be able to raise Value Added Tax - only reduce it.

They will be able to achieve revenue gains through Income Tax, .- . )
but then only up to a maximum of two pence to the pound. BI’ItISh or Eng“Sh :
You may have noticed that the vote took place on the 700th
anniversary of William Wallace’s (“Braveheart”) victory over the Fifty years ago, if you asked an English person what their na-
English at the Battle of Stirling Bridge - some suggest to give tionality was, they would probably have told you they were Brit-
home rule its maximum appeal. ish, but if you asked the same question of a Welsh or Scottish
Scotland produces a huge amount of revenue from its oil inperson they would have told you they were Welsh or Scottish,
dustry and could be self-sufficient. Wales has never generatedspectively. Young English people are changing too, and in a
its own revenue to this extent and has always been reliant onr@cent survey of teenagers, two-thirds saw themselves as En-
budget from Westminster, the seat of British government. glish rather than British.

A formula determining the allocation of public spending
agreed to in 1978 currently gives Scotland and Wales 25 percent
re cash per head than England, and some Members of Parlia-
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